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by the Ministry of Justice, and in Holland the control of theatrical performances is vested in the burgomaster of each town. In Italy the permission of the prefect of the province in which it is to be performed must be obtained for the production of any opera or stage play.

In the United States the supervision of dramatic productions falls to the local police or the mayor or other officials issuing the licenses for theatres and dramatic productions. A law which permits public immorality to be suppressed if shown by any overt act seems to cover the ground to general satisfaction. The creation of the office of censor, therefore, seems unlikely, as long as the censorial powers now vested in public opinion continue to be exercised with a fair balance of good judgment.

Censorship of the Press, the official supervision of the publication of books, pamphlets, newspapers, and periodicals, with a view to preventing the printing and circulation of matter subversive of law or morals. In the United States there has never been a true censorship of the press, although there are laws against libel and the publication of scandalous matter. In its origin the theory of censorship of the press is that of protection of the weak against pernicious or dangerous thought. In normal times this theory, while not abandoned, is usually held in abeyance but in times of revolution, warfare, or other disturbances, it comes to the front and is vigorously enforced. During the World War a strict censorship was exercised in all countries, giving rise, as is inevitably the case, to a vast amount of criticism. The press practically everywhere acquiesced in the censorship although not in all cases approving it. See also PRESS, FREEDOM OP THE, and MOVING PICTURES.

Census, an enumeration of the people in a country or district. The word is a Latin one, originally applied to the functions which the Roman censors performed, of periodically enumerating the people. The first country of large area to provide for a periodical enumeration of its population was the United States, where the first census was taken in 1790. French and German censuses are now taken at 5-year periods; while the United States, Canada, Great Britain and her colonies, Italy, Russia, Austria, Belgium, Norway, and India have a decennial census. When census taking first became a government function, it was hardly more than an enumeration of population. Even at the present time, popular in-

terest is confined largely to a consideration of the growth and distribution of population and to the sociological significance of these returns; while the results of inquiries of more recent addition, such as those relating to manufacturing, agriculture, mining, etc., are of less general interest, appealing rather to special groups of the population.

It has been estimated by S. N. D. North, former Director of the U. S. Census, that at least 700 millions of people are periodically enumerated, that 300 millions have been enumerated once or twice at irregular periods, and that the remaining 900 millions of the population of the globe have never been counted. The population of the world, based on latest estimates was in 1941 put at about 2,150,000,000, distributed approximately as follows.

Asia   .......................  1,100,000,000

Europe  .....................    540,000,000

North America ..............    180,000,000

South America  ..............      90,000.000

Africa   ......................    166,000,000

Australia and Oceania........      74,000,000

Total   ....................  2,150,000,000

In the United States provision was made for the first census and a decennial census thereafter in the Constitution. In 1790 a single schedule, containing two or three inquiries with reference to color, sex, and age of each person enumerated, was used. The number and extent of the inquiries were steadily increased until the censuses of 1880 and 1890, when the schedules used, particularly those relating to manufactures, became so complicated and so overloaded with inquiries that it was found advisable in subsequent censuses to narrow somewhat the scope of inquiries and simplify the schedules to a considerable extent.

In 1902 a permanent Census Bureau under the Department of the Interior was organized. It is now possible, owing to the organization of the permanent bureau, to confine the regular decennial census to a more limited field of investigation, making possible greater accuracy of enumeration than heretofore. The census comprises four principal groups of subjects: population; agriculture, including irrigation and drainage; manufactures ; arid mines and quarries. The territory covered includes each State of the United States, the District of Columbia, Alaska, Ha-